
 

 
COLUMBIA RIVER CHAPTER NEWS 

President Dave Luse 
 
Saturday May 9th was probably the bestest, most 
beautifulest flying day we have had so far this year. 
 
Many of us met at the Museum at Hood River 
Oregon for the open house.   What a day it was.  
Not only did we get to see the normal display 
aircraft, but many were actually in operation and 
giving rides.  One of the most famous, the Boeing 
40C, is the oldest Boeing airliner still in operational 
condition.  It was only recently completely restored, 
and now resides in Hood River.  After giving rides 
to many museum volunteers, she flew north to 
rendezvous with the Boeing 787 Dreamliner, "The 
newest Boeing" for some publicity photographs. 

 
Boeing 40C 

 
Attending were Doug and Rava Stewart from 
Cashmere, WA; Ron and Sue Gullickson from 

Corning, CA; Bill and Gail Boyle, Frank and 
Theresa Rush, and Brian McGlynn, all from 
Independence, Oregon; Joe and Lucille Winter from 
Keizer, Oregon; Ron Enck, Corvallis Oregon; Dave 
and Jill Kadar from Boring, Oregon; Jerry and 
Lavern Atwood from Eugene, Oregon; Jim Thames 
from Hillsboro, Oregon; and Sally and I from 
Camas, Washington.   
 
We had a very relaxing and laid back lunch at the 
museum, and while eating conducted some 
Columbia River Chapter business. 

 
Evergreen Flying Service hangar façade 

 
By unanimous vote, it was decided to donate the 
same door prizes for the national convention that we 
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sent last year:  specifically, two $50.00 cash prizes 
for some lucky convention goers.  Another beautiful 
door prize donated by Jerry and Lavern Atwood 
will compliment our presentation on next year’s 
convention in Spearfish, South Dakota.  Jerry had a 
friend produce two beautiful earring sets of obsidian 
arrow heads set in silver, and two obsidian knife 
blades shafted on stag horns as the Sioux Indians 
did in centuries past. A very big thank you to Jerry 
and Lavern Atwood for this gift. 

 
2011 convention gift 

 
I am very happy to report that the national SWPC 
board of directors has decided not to pursue a law 
suit against our friends at "Short Wing Piper (dot) 
Org.  Lew Porter, Chapter Coordinator, sent an e-
mail (see below) to the chapter presidents two days 
ago announcing the decision.  I think this is the 
appropriate decision, and I hope that our national 
officers will consider any future such actions more 
carefully, perhaps even letting the chapters know of 
their plans in advance. 
 
We will meet again at Camas, Washington, on 
Saturday, July 24, 2010. The Camas Washougal 
Aviation Association is hosting a fly in "Steak 
Dinner" from 6-9pm. This is a very relaxed 
gathering.  You will buy your steak raw----and 
prepare it on a huge community grill just to your 
liking.  Sunset that day will be 8:48pm, so if you 
wish to return home that evening you can...  If you 
wish to remain overnight, you may camp on the 
field.  We have showers available on the field.  
Some of you may choose to gather with us on our 
porch after dinner for some "TRUE STORIES OF 
PILOTS IN ACTION" before retiring.  We might 
even have a beer available... (or wine for you upper 
crust folks).  
  
We were absolutely thrilled to read an AOPA article 
about the B-29 Super fortress Enola Gay making a 
nation wide tour this summer, and were going to 
suggest that we all meet in Yakima or at Astoria 

when it was there.  Unfortunately, when we did 
some searching for tour dates, it turned out to be an 
April Fool hoax that was inadvertently published by 
AOPA in their online news letters  Too bad….that 
would  have been worth seeing.  
 
At the April meeting we discussed meeting in 
Prosser, WA, in August.  Prosser has always been 
one of our favorite venues, as it was the birth place 
of the old Northwest Chapter (Now Columbia River 
Chapter), and also because of the Thompsons. 
Cormack, Cormack Jr. and Corey always made us 
very welcome there.  Turns out, though, that the old 
"Prosser Air Fair" will be in July this year.  Also, 
the August events calendar shows only the Valley 
Wine Tasting festival.  Here is an idea though: On 
September 24 - 25 - 26, Prosser will host the 
.Prosser Hot Air Balloon Festival. What about 
meeting at the Barn Restaurant on Saturday (25th) 
and watching the Balloons? 
The Barn Motor Inn is right adjacent to the airport, 
AND there are still three rooms available there for 
those of you that would like to stay over.  (Sally and 
I already have one, as we are going to attend the 
Balloon Festival CRC meeting or not).   There are 
also many rooms available nearby, if you can’t get 
one at the Barn.  The Barn telephone number is 
509-786-2121.  We can discuss this further at our 
July meeting, and decide whether to do the Prosser 
Wine Festival in August or the Balloon Festival in 
September, or both.  
 
We have included in the news letter a picture 
(below) of the beautiful logo that Gail Boyle 
designed for the 2011 Spearfish, South Dakota 
convention.  The convention will be held in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota, the sacred land of the 
Sioux, so its message is doubly appropriate. 

. 



 
 
We will literally be soaring with eagles.  I hope you 
will all try to make this convention in 2011, which 
will be held in one of the most beautiful parts of the 
United States. 
  
 
Email from Lew Porter, SWPC Chapter 
Coordinator 
  
Subject: SWPC Ceasing legal action 
Date: Wed, 05 May 2010 14:10:17 -0400 
 
Greetings folks, 
 
President Frank Sperandeo and Vice President John 
Beck have asked me to  forward the following 
notice for your and your chapter members' 
information: 
"The Short Wing Piper Club Inc. Board of Directors 
are withdrawing all  legal action against the 
Shortwingpipers.org henceforth. We have notified 
our attorneys as of April 26, 2010 to cease this legal 
action against same and to notify them of our 
intentions. The 
pursuit of preserving, through copyright laws, of 
our Flagship name, intellectual property, namely 
books, CD's, and our logo, will also be halted. 
The legal time of expiration on all of these items 
will be October 15, 2010. After this date, the club 
will have no claim on the usage of these IP's by the 
public. In addition, the legal pursuit of any 
unauthorized free downloading of our blueprint 
CD's on 
the internet will not take place." 
 
Lew Porter, SWPC Chapter Coordinator 
 
 

WHEN THINGS CHANGE 
By Dave Luse 

 
One of my students just returned from his "long 
cross country".  He is a meticulous person, very 
thorough in his preparations. 
Prior to the flight, we had spent about an hour on 
the simulator doing VOR cross fixes, course 
intercepts and practicing "lost procedures" and by 
the end he was thoroughly prepared for the trip.  He 
was also very much looking forward to it. 

 
His flight was scheduled for a Saturday, the same 
Saturday of our chapter meeting at Pearson Airpark 
in Vancouver, Washington.  We had a look at the 
weather and slid the trip back a day to take 
advantage of better conditions forecasted for 
Sunday. His route would take him from Grove Field 
to the Battle Ground VOR, (BTG), then on course 
to the Olympia airport, working the control tower 
there, then down the Chehalis River to Aberdeen.  
He would stop for lunch at Aberdeen, and then file 
another flight plan for the return trip direct to Grove 
Field (1W1).  The last leg would take him across 
the coastal mountains and a long stretch of 
wilderness along the route.  
 
Change number 1: On Sunday morning the fog 
lifted earlier at Aberdeen than at Olympia, so we 
decided that David should reverse the course. All 
the flight planning was done: simply reverse the 
headings, recalculate the wind correction angles and 
ground speeds for each leg. We did the 
recalculations together. 
 
Change number 2: I had shown David the remote 
communication outlets (RCO's) along his route 
through which he could contact Seattle Radio if 
needed. I recommended that he open his flight plan 
with Seattle Radio on the Vancouver RCO, but for 
some reason, during final weather briefing before 
departure, the briefer told David to open his flight 
plan on frequency 122.6.  David departed Grove 
Field at 11:27am, started his flight timer and 
climbed northwestward into blue skies.  Between 
Grove Field and BTG, David opened his flight plan 
on 122.6 and heard "N7274G, your flight plan is 
activated at 1837Z.”  
 
The first leg of his flight is a bit busy, as you must 
climb through rather busy Class "C" airspace of the 
PDX.  David handled it fine, however, and was 
soon across the Columbia River west of Kelso 
climbing over the coastal mountain range. From 
there it is about 85 somewhat nerve wracking miles 
of timber and logging roads before the pilot will see 
any further sign of human habitation. 
 
About forty minutes after leaving civilization 
behind, David saw the brown tide water of Gray's 
harbor.  He was pleasantly surprised to be only 



 
about four miles west of his course.  Just to the right 
was the Aberdeen-Hoquiam airport.  I had directed 
David to attempt to close his flight plan with Seattle 
Radio using the Ocean Shores RCO on 122.4.  He 
attempted to do so but was unable to make contact.   
 
Change Number 3: After landing, David called 
Seattle on the telephone to close his flight plan.  He 
was amazed to find that it had never been activated.  
What was going to change next?  Should he file 
another flight plan from there to 1W1?  What had 
happened to the original?  Had he made a mistake 
when he filed it?  Was it still open somewhere? 
Would he be in trouble with the FAA if he flied 
another one?       
 
After worrying through a nice lunch, David took off 
heading for Grove Field via Olympia, Washington 
and the Battle Ground VOR.  He worked the tower 
at Olympia, made a full stop landing there, and then 
departed on the remaining leg 90-mile leg for home.  
He flew the Victor airway from OLM to BTG, and 
then turned to a heading of 125 degrees for the last 
12 miles of his adventure. 
 
At 16:33, just three minutes after his expected 
arrival time at 1W1, we heard the call "Grove 
traffic, 7274G, down wind for 25 full stop". 
 
During the debriefing we went over each step of the 
flight in detail.  We determined that at each step, 
when confronted with a change, David had analyzed 
the situation appropriately and made the appropriate 
decision. When David found that his flight plan had 
not been relayed from the McMinnville flight 
service station to Seattle (a very common 
occurrence) he made the appropriate decision to file 
another with Seattle for the return trip, but we didn't 
leave it there.  It is important for a student to know 
"WHY" something went wrong, so we called the 
flight service station back and asked what had 
happened.  The briefer determined that the flight 
plan had never been recorded by the individual at 
McMinnville, and had therefore never been passed 
on to Seattle.  The consequences?  An airplane 
missing on the first leg of the flight would never 
have been reported over due until about four hours 
after it's ETA at the end of the first leg; Four very 
critical hours.  Together, we made another decision; 
when filing or opening a flight plan, we should 

record the briefer's initials and the time on the form. 
That saved Sally and I from a violation once, when 
on a trip from the U.S. to Canada, Seattle forgot to 
pass my international flight on to the Canadian 
authorities.   
Lesson Learned: It is not only student pilots that 
make mistakes.  It is however the knowledge, the 
training, the decision making ability and the 
authority of the student pilot, that is ultimately 
responsible for the safe continuation of the flight.  
David made the right decisions.  GOOD JOB. 
 

NEXT MEETING: 
JULY 24, 2010 AT 5:00 PM 

CAMAS GROVE FIELD (1W1) 
 
  
 
 


