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 Our July meeting at Camas Washington was attended 
by Ron and Sue Gullickson, currently from Battleground 
Washington,  Frank and Teresa Rush from Independence 
Oregon, Phil Pirrotta from Hillsboro Oregon, Chuck and 
Amber Godlasky from Powell Butte Oregon, and Sally and I 
with our guest Gary Curtis from Camas Washington.   

 
Back row left to right: Dave Luse, Sally Luse. Frank Rush. 
.Middle row left to right: Chuck Godlasky, Phil Pirotta, Teresa 
Rush.  Front row left to right: Amber Godlasky, Sue 
Gullickson, Ron Gullickson 
 We enjoyed the hospitality of the Camas Washougal 
Aviation Association (CWAA) and a wonderful steak dinner.   
Phil Pirrotta elected to camp on the field overnight, and 
remain for the CWAA fly in the next morning.  On Sunday 
morning, we were joined by Glenn Geller from Hillsboro 
Oregon, and Sam and Sandy Archer from Independence 
Oregon.  Glenn and Phil graciously agreed to display their 
beautiful Tri-Pacers for the fly in, and both drew lots of 

attentions.  Another Pacer, owned by Neil Cahoon, was in the 
line up with five other aircraft offering rides to the public. 
 It was a fun day, and at least two individual asked 
about getting a ride in on of the Tri-Pacers because they are 
interested in buying a shortwing. 
 The 50/50 drawing made $18 for the SWPC 
Scholarship fund.  The remaining $17 went to ME… 
(Hooray)…offsetting the fuel expenses to and from the 
convention.  ha ha ha. 
 Sally gave a report on preparations for the 2011 
convention in Spearfish South Dakota and the many 
volunteers who have already stepped up.  This is going to be 
one of the best conventions ever.  Clear your calendar for June 
27-30 next year so you can join us. You will get to see some 
of the most spectacular country in the U.S………..and visit 
with the finest bunch of Short Wing Piper pilots as well.   
 The attending members discussed how best to handle 
unpaid dues accounts for the CRC.  It was determined to send 
one last, individual, friendly reminder with the newsletter.  
Names of unpaid dues accounts were not disclosed.   
 It was decided to have our August Columbia River 
Chapter meeting at Madras Oregon on Saturday August 28.  
Rob Berg, who runs the FBO at Madras, said we can meet in 
his maintenance hanger for a brief meting before moving back 
outside to watch the air show.   Plan on meeting at 12:00.  The 
airshow will begin at 1330, and the airport will be closed 
during the show.  Please check notams for closure hours etc.  I 
believe they had a temporary control tower set up for the show 
the last time we were there.  Rob Berg has offered to help with 
transportation if anyone needs to get to from town.  Hope to 
see you all then. 
  On September 25, at noon we will meet at the Barn 
Restaurant at Prosser Washington.  The Barn is located across 
the field (north) from the FBO.  The date and location was 
selected because of the "Great Prosser Balloon Rally",  Night 
"balloon glows” and early morning launches…..It is truly a 
beautiful spectacle.  If you want to stay overnight, you should 
make reservations now, as rooms are selling out quick.  If you 
can’t get a room in Prosser, the Tri-Cities is only a 10 minute 
Tri-Pacer flight away and they have plenty.  Keep in mind 
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though September 24 - 25 - 26.  This is a beautiful event 
which you really should see.  Hope to see you all there. 

 
 The convention trip from west to east this year was 
more than interesting.   Four couples from the Columbia River 
Chapter planned on making the trip:  Doug and Rava Stewart 
from Cashmere WA by road, Sue and Ron Gullickson planned 
to fly the northern route, as did Brian and Kaaren McGlynn.  
Sally and I planned on the Rock Springs - Cheyenne route. 
 The weather looked ominous for two weeks before 
the convention, and didn't really change much thereafter.  
There was a frontal system oscillating back and forth across 
Dayton/ Cincinnati for almost a month prior to the convention, 
and it was still there when we left to head home.  One side or 
the other of the frontal system had serious convective weather. 
 Sally, James and I tried our best to get through 
southeast Wyoming despite the best efforts of the weather 
briefers to discourage us.   

 
Finally, while sitting in Price Utah discussing it on the 
telephone we bit the bullet and decided to go through New 
Mexico - Texas and Missouri as they were recommending.  
Turned out to be a good plan.  

 
James, Sally and Dave’s grandson. 
  Enroute to Sparta, we made a fuel stop at 
Independence Kansas where many of the new Cessna singles 
are manufactured.  It was an interesting stop.  Departing 
Independence, we watched the squall line to the north build 
eastward only slightly slower than we were flying.  About 60 
miles south of St. Louis, we encountered something I have 
never seen in forty years of flying…..very well developed 
lenticular clouds BELOW us.  We were at 7500 feet and I 
guessed the lenticulars were at about 3500.  Must have been 
quite a wind shear there. When we were taking on fuel at 
Sparta, the FBO manager told us, "If you are heading for 
Ohio, you should get going now.  The severe weather warning 
begins here in about an hour.  We left - Another good plan.  
Three hours or so later we landed in Middletown Ohio in clear 
weather and tied the Cessna down.  Here in Washington, the 
TV weather people tell us. There is a 30 percent chance of rain 
in the Portland Area today."  In Ohio we heard….and I'm not 
making this up…."In Ohio today there is a 6o percent chance 
of tornadoes.   Though we got heavy weather with lightning 
and hail, there were no tornadoes near us.      
  The convention was wonderful, primarily thanks to 
the hard work of Denise and Tom Anderson.  There was a 
scheduled tour off the USAF museum at Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base.  It was a treat for our grandson James, probably 
the highlight of his trip. My personal highlight followed that, 
when several of us toured the original Wright Bicycle Shop in 
Dayton.  There is a great museum there run by the National 
Park service, and it truly is awesome.  The museums and 
bicycle shop is located only 2 blocks from the location of the 
home where Pastor Wright and the Wright family lived.  The 
house and many of the original bicycle shop artifacts were 
purchased by Henry Ford and were moved to Detroit when 
they are preserved to this day.  Just when you think you know 
everything there is to know about the Wright 
Brothers…………………Here is a new one to me.  In the late 
1890's, when bicycling from the exposure they got racing 
bicycles, that they developed a loyal customer base that 
demanded they build their own bicycle, the "Van Cleve" 
named after their Grand mother.  They were responsible 
inventing many of the innovations still in use on bicycles 
today.  The bicycle shop is the fourth bicycle shop operated by 
the Wright Brothers, and is the only one still standing in its 
original location today.  The brothers used some of the profits 



 
from their bicycle shop to finance their experiments in 
aviation. 

CONVENTION BUSINESS REPORT 
 At the Chapter Presidents meeting a resolution was 
passed to direct the, of Directors (BOD) to fill the position of 
"convention coordinator" vacated by Tom Gifford.  This 
followed a discussion at the BOD meeting indicating that they 
were considering having the convention every other year or 
hire a consultant group to do the conventions.  Perhaps this 
was supposed to save money?  It was pointed out to the BOD, 
that almost every year the conventions are revenue neutral, or 
actually return a small profit to the SWPC.  Filling the chapter 
coordinator position was also mentioned to the BOD, but was 
not acted on by the board. The resolution to fill the chapter 
coordinators position was approved by the chapter presidents, 
and included the firm rejection of going to Biennial 
conventions. The resolution was then presented to and 
discussed with the those BOD members present, including 
President, Frank Sperandeo, Vice President John Beck, 
Treasurer, Gary Butler and Art Wiesberger.  The BOD 
decided to fill the chapter coordinator position and attempt to 
get conventions locations planned at least three years ahead.  
Frank Sperandeo said he was confident that the 2012 
convention would be in California at location not yet chosen 
and he would be contacting someone he knew in California to 
head it up. 
 A resolution was placed before the membership at the 
membership luncheon to change the manner in which 
nominations to the "SWP Hall of Honor" are selected.  
Paragraph 4 in the Hall of Honor selection rules currently 
reads "4. Once each year the Board will review all nominees 
and select none, one or two, but no more than two, to be 
honored. If not selected, a nominee will continue to be 
reviewed annually without the need for additional nomination 
entries. The resolution would change it to read "Once each 
year the Board will review all nominees and select one, but no 
more than two, to be voted upon. The names of those selected 
by the board will be listed in the Short Wing Piper News and 
voted on by the membership for induction.  Those selected by 
the membership will be announced by the President of SWPC 
at the annual meeting at the convention...”.The resolution was 
voted upon and passed.   

SO WE’RE GOING TO THE CONVENTION… 
BY RON GULLICKSON 

Sue and I departed Dave and Sally Luse’s front yard in 
Camas, WA, in our 1959 Tripacer on June 15.  Raining, low 
clouds, but knowing the sun was shining in Hood River, OR.  
Yes, a scud run, one of those “if you have one thousand feet, 
go to the sun!”  We did, enroute to Helena Montana for the 
first night.  Thirty miles from Helena, a white wall of water 
and lightening appeared, so we did the  180 and went to 
Missoula for the night….Three days later (after rain, wind, 
snow, etc.)  we were back in the air headed for Laurel 
Montana, 35 gusting 45 tail wind until time to land…got 
down, fueled and got back in the air next stop Newcastle 
Wyoming.  Landed and fueled, back in the plane hit starter 
button and instantly sheared off all the bendix teeth on the 
starter (which had been replaced in March)! 
 
******* SEE FLIGHT PLAN ON BACK ******* 

  
 Sue in the background, and the ever popular ‘airport 
courtesy car’ with a broken front seat(all the way back) so I 
can not reach the pedals without lying down….Of course this 
is Friday afternoon and the closest A&P is 70 miles away in 
Gillette, WY.  He ordered a new starter, and arrived Monday 
afternoon at 5 pm to install, we decide now we can not make it 
to the convention as we are seven days behind schedule, 
missing the vast majority of the event.  So we decide to go to 
the other part of our trip a family reunion in North Dakota four 
hours away.  All went well; June 28 we are enroute to our 
place in California.  We stopped for fuel in Mandan, ND, and 
in Spearfish, SD.  Next planned stop is Riverton, WY, for the 
night.  Half way between Spearfish and Riverton, we hear the 
screaming sound that automatically engages the ‘pucker 
factor’ to the point of concern for being able later to remove 
the seat from the crevice!!  Airport immediately off the 
starboard side…no problem, sound begins to subside, pucker 
factor does not! All gauges normal, sound back to normal, 
pucker factor not normal!  We continue on as pucker factor 
returns to almost normal and we land in Riverton.  I open the 
cowl and the new alternator belt is intact but shredded with 
pieces all over the cowling.  I checked with the FBO line boy 
for maintenance and he informed that his dad (APIA) left for 
vacation, he'll be back July 6.  I Contacted an A&P in Lander, 
WY who would help.  Cut the belt off and flew to Lander 25 
miles south the next day.  Removed the cowling and 
discovered the alternator swing arm bolt was not safety wired 
(during installation of starter in Newcastle) and the alternator 
pulley touched the ring gear causing the screeching noise and 
pucker factor activation!  After two driving trips in the airport 
courtesy car to Casper, WY (149 miles one way) we had 
replacement parts.  Installed and ready to go the early morning 
of the Fourth of July, just in time to watch the parade in 
Lander.  July 5, back on the route headed for Brigham City, 
UT., for fuel.  Back in the plane push starter button, now 
battery is nearly dead but it starts, we take off and shut down 
electrical and head for Elko, NV, for the night.  Arrive and 
battery is dead…this being the recognized holiday, the 
maintenance shop is closed.  Next morning, get battery put on 
charge, we depart July 7 arriving at our place in California that 
morning.  Since replace the alternator and all is well, except 
for my butt cheeks are still sore!  Believe it or not this was the 
short version of the saga, the remainder can only be told in 
person.  And, yes, we are going to Spearfish, South Dakota 
next year! 



 

FLIGHT PLAN  
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 28, 2010 
 
MADRAS, OREGON (S33) 
 
12:00 NOON MEETING 
 
FBO HANGAR, BERG AIR 
 
AIRSHOW 1:30 
 
 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 
 
PROSSER, WASHINGTON (S40) 
 
12:00 NOON MEETING 
 
RED BARN RESTAURANT 
(ADJACENT TO TIEDOWNS NORTH SIDE OF 
RUNWAY) 
 
BALOON FESTIVAL 
 
 
 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 16, 2010 
 
ALBANY, OREGON (S12) 
 
1:00 MEETING 
 
LUM YUEN RESTAURANT  
TAXI TO PARKING SOUTH OF RUNWAY 
 
 


