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Our meeting in Cottage Grove is now history.  
Flying in was our host Daniel Cathey and since 
he was the only one that flew he received the 
PresidentÕs ÒVerbal AwardÓ for the longest 
distance flown to attend the meeting.  A 
distance of 4.5 miles.  Yes, my friends you read 
it right Ð four and one half miles. 
 
Driving in were six members and three guests.  
Rich Waldren, Ron & Sue Gullickson, Phil 
Pirrotta, Frank & Theresa Rush, Bill and 
Dorothy Austin and Don Sheldon.  A total of 
10 people. 
 
Our thanks to Dan Cathey for arranging the 
meeting place at the Oregon Aviation 
Historical Society and to Bill Austin for his 
photo presentation of their 2004 air tour. 
 
Membership Dues 
Our chapter was formed in May of 2000 and 
our membership year has been established as 
May 1st of the current year through April 30 of 
the following year.  Please support your chapter 
and send in you dues now.  Dues are still only 
$10.00 per family unit.  Send to Doug Stewart 
Ð Treasurer, 405 Norman Ave, Cashmere, WA 
98815.  If you have changes to your personal 
data, please fill out the enclosed membership 
application and send it to Doug along with your 
check. 
 
Flying to the convention from the Northwest?  
As printed in the March newsletter by Sally 
Luse. 
      We are looking for people to fly back to the 
convention with us.  Doug & Rava, Dave & I, 
Franz & Freda, will be going.  We have a guy 
that would like to go and share expenses with  
 

 
 
someone, if they are willing.  It is Art 
Armstrong.  He owns a Tiger Moth and builds  
AeroncaÕs.  He is from that area and would 
know all the sights to see.   Anyone got a seat 
for him?  Let us know.  Thanks 
Sally Luse Ð dsluse@iglide.net  
 
Clyde Smith Jr. Seminar additional info.  
(Excerpted from correspondence with Clyde) 
The price for the seminar is $350 each, except 
half price for spouse or attendees under 21 
years of age.  I would need a minimum of 12 
guaranteed with a $50 deposit up front, a 
minimum of 2 weeks prior to start of 
class. (Deposit not refundable but can used for 
future attendance, except if the class is 
cancelled all funds will be refunded.)  Checks 
may be made out to ÒCub Restoration ServicesÓ 
and mailed to the host.  A maximum of 18 to 
20 people would be okay.  The class is 3 days 
long, starting on Friday at 8AM and done later 
Sunday afternoon.  The class is approved for 
FAA IA mechanic renewal. 
 
I provide coffee and doughnuts in the morning, 
unless coffee is already provided.  I usually 
allow 1 hour for lunch, so the folks can go to a 
local restaurant to eat.   After class is over in 
the evening I ask if the class would like to see a 
couple videos and then go out and eat 
somewhere as a group, or go eat and then come 
back and watch videos.  The videos are an 
option, but a couple of them I sell and I usually 
like to give a "sneak peek" of what the student 
wants to buy.  I will be displaying a few of my 
products on a side table along with a couple 
photo albums of projects that I have done.  
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To read ClydeÕs introduction and info letter go 
to our website http://columbiariverswpc.org 
and pull up newsletter then click on link ÒClyde 
Smith LetterÓ. 
 
Portland AOPA Town Meeting report by Phil 
Pirrotta. 
 
AOPA President Phil Boyer hosted a meeting 
at the Portland, Oregon Doubletree in Lloyd 
Center early in May 2006.  The two hour audio 
and video enhanced show covered a few fun 
subjects and one very important plan for the 
next year and a half.  It covered the User Fee 
proposal that is being proposed by the FAA in 
conjunction with the Airlines.  AOPA wanted 
us to pass the word that we are going to watch 
the progress and then launch a letter writing 
assault over a year from now and just before 
the point where Congress will vote on this 
matter in November of 2007.  Right now 
AOPA is trying to get the FAA to define their 
User Fee plan as it has not been fully 
formulated yet.  
 
Presently the 14 billion dollar FAA budget is 
funded by one quarter coming from the USA 
General Fund (Our Federal Taxes) and the 
other three quarters coming from the aviation 
fuel and passenger ticket taxes. The control of 
this funding is in the hands of Congress now, 
but the new proposal for User Fee based 
funding would be under the control of the FAA 
instead.  The User Fee proposal would be a fee 
for any FAA service used instead of the taxes 
above.  Phil pointed out that the foreign 
countries that have a fee based system have 
very little General Aviation flying.  
 
Boyer also covered the legislators that are 
pilots and already are on the side of General 
Aviation.  They are going to help us in this 
coming fight.  AOPA will produce counter 
proposals that will keep the aviation funding 
control in the hands of our legislators in 
Congress.   Therefore control will be from our 
elected representatives instead of in the hands 
of the FAA. Control of all aspect of the user fee 
structure and expenditures will rest with 
appointed bureaucrats on a board of directors 
consisting mostly of airline members and just a 

few General Aviation members.  In other words 
out voting GA every time.  
 
We may lose some battles along the way but 
the end result is the most important part.  For 
example he pointed out that AOPA did not 
fight the privatization of the FSS since it will 
save a lot of money immediately.  However if it 
falls under a User Fee structure no GA pilot 
will use the FSS any more.  They estimate one 
FSS phone call has been costing nearly $40.00 
and with computers we can read the data 
directly from the US Weather Bureau free. 
 
So he recommends that we watch 
WWW.AOPA.COM  and keep posted on 
information about this proposal over the next 
year or so and be ready to contact our elected 
representatives in support of the final AOPA 
plan fighting user fees. 
 
Columbia River Chapter  Website. 
Our webmaster has become even more bogged 
down and we had hopes that our V.P. Glen 
Geller could take up the slack, however he has 
found that his computer equipment is not up to 
the task, so at this point we are back to square 
one and I donÕt know when it will be updated 
again.  I do thank them both for their efforts. 
 
Door Pr izes 
At the April meeting members approved the 
purchase of door prizes for our meetings and 
are to be purchased from the SWPC store.  I 
plan to purchase items that are $10 or less, such 
as the ceramic coffee mugs, mouse pads, 
bracket air intake filter elements, PA-20 & PA-
22 earrings, etc.  Make your plans now to 
attend our meetings so you will have your 
chance to win one of these nice prizes. 
 
Next Meeting (June) at MFR Hosted by 
Donald &  Linda Ross Ð See attached info 
sheet. 
 
Fly or Drive Safely 
Frank Rush, President 


